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African Microfiches project 
There also exist microfiches with meteo data from before 1980. These are stored 
at the African Centre of Meteorological Application for Development (ACMAD) in 
Niger and possibly also at the Royal Meteorological Institute of Belgium. However 
a short survey recently carried out showed no evidence of the original microfiches 
in the latter Institute.  
The microfiches project started in 1979. With funding from Belgium, WMO sent, 
with the aim at assisting countries in the management, preservation and use of 
climatic data, experts to 46 African Countries to locate and image 
(hydro)meteorological data.  
Equipment consisting of cameras, microfiches readers and copiers were donated. 
The microfilms were sent to the International Data rescue Coordination Centre in 
Brussels (IDCC) to make microfiches. As from 27 May 1997 onwards, the DARE I 
coordination was transferred to ACMAD in Niamey. ACMAD received IDCC’s PC 
network, the microform equipment with remaining supplies and a diazo-copy of 
the 91,750 microfiches at IDCC (+ 2,408 new microfiches to be duplicated  and 
inventoried at ACMAD). Currently, ACMAD has over 30 millions data observed at 
ca. 1000 sites in  46 African countries on microfiche and has started a 
collaboration with IEDRO to make an inventory, scan and digitize  the microfiches 
(Crouthamel et al, 2012, Rescuing, imaging and digitizing 30 million African 
historic surface meteorological observations now on microfiche Proposal Type 
II,). The inventory phase started in May 2013.  
ACMD aims to link these data rescue activities to WACA-DARE and make the 
digitized data available in the WACA&D system. 
Recommendation: it is advised that the NMS of Burkina Faso contacts ACMAD to 
check what data of Burkina Faso are available on microfiches and discuss what 
support is needed to get them digitized and embedded in WACA-DARE. 
 

 

Data rescue activities in West Africa contributing to WACA-DARE 

In 1979 a first  Data Rescue project was implemented  for West African countries, aiming at 

assisting countries in the preservation, management and use of climatic data over their own 

territories, funded primarily by Belgium. 

 
Fig. 5. Storage Microfiches at ACMAD (Allen, 2013) 



 

Equipment consisting of cameras, microfiches readers and copiers were donated. The 

microfilms were sent to the International Data rescue Coordination Centre in Brussels 

(IDCC) to make microfiches. As from 27 May 1997 onwards, the DARE I coordination was 

located at ACMAD in Niamey. ACMAD received IDCC’s PC network, the microform 

equipment with remaining supplies and a diazo-copy of the 91,750 microfiches at IDCC (+ 

2,408 new microfiches to be duplicated and inventorized at ACMAD). Currently, ACMAD 

has data observed at ca. 1000 sites in  46 African countries on microfiche (figure 5) and has 

started a collaboration with the International Environmental Data Rescue Organization 

(IEDRO, US) to make an inventory, preserve, scan and digitize the microfiches (Crouthamel 

et al, 2012). The inventory phase started in May 2013. 

ACMAD plans to carry out data rescue for all countries in Africa.  WMO has indicated that a 

project for that purpose can be considered through ClimDev 

(http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/gcos/index.php?name=ClimDevAfrica) , an African 

development programme to integrate Climate Risk Management (CRM) into pertinent policy 

and decision processes throughout the continent.  

 

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/gcos/index.php?name=ClimDevAfrica

